OFFI CE OF ACTI NG COMVANDANT
FEDERAL DEFENSE OF YORKTOMN
AND NEW YORK HARBOR
YONKERS, NEW YORK

6 July 1779

TO COMVANDI NG OFFI CER
LI GHT | NFANTRY
BRADDCOCK BARRACKS
M LLERS JUNCTI ON, RHCDE | SLAND

1. Issue necessary orders sending one man, on horseback, via
saf est and npbst conveni ent route, at Government expense, to Fort
Von Steuban on the Chio river, below the junction of the two great
rivers at Od Fort Pitt, for the purpose of carrying secret dis-
patches to Major Alonzo De La Fayatte, who at last Oficial roll
call, is the Commandant of Fort Van Steuban, |f upon arrival,

Maj or La Fayatte is either dead or resigned, the soldier wll
deliver the dispatches to the i medi ate commandi ng of ficer.

2. The expense section of the Finance Departnment will supply
this courier with the necessary cash to buy hinself sufficient food
supplies to subsist himthe entire journey. If the Finance Depart-
nment at the destination is not functioning, the enlisted man is
authorized to barter with the Indians for necessary salt and ot her
m scel | aneous necessities for the return trip. Uniformbuttons and
nmusketry may be utilized in connection with bartering. If the
situation warrant fratenizing with the Indian Tribes, due care wll
be taken insofar as the relief teepees are concerning, soldier
maki ng use of his nedical kit imrediately after exposure. The
expedi tion considered necessary in the Mlitary Service. Governmnent
nount s and subsistance will be furnished, and if used for
bartering, uniformbuttons and narksnman nmedals will be replaced by
the Governnent upon application for same by the enlisted nan
concer ned.

3. Upon return to his honme station, soldier will submt a
witten report showing the full names and ranks of Commandi ng
Oficers of all Mlitary Forts visited, so that the Departnent of
War, can be inforned and bring their roster up to date.

This is a copy of the ol dest special order on file with the
Adj utant General's Ofice in Washington, D.C. The original copy is
in the Archives in Washington, D.C.



